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The Pley’s the thing 1”—Ask for Thomas's Observer. = 
€cbent Garden Eheatre. 
Tue Tragedy of Venice Preserved, and Harlequin and Cock Robin 
were the performances at this house yesterday evening, and attracted 
a highly respectable audience. Miss Kembie’s Belvidere was, adit 
always is, charming, and was attended to with the most breathléds si 

lence, interrupted only by well deserved applause. 
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Drurp Hane Cheatre, 
Tae Play of The Merchant of Venice, and the new Pantomime, 
weré again performed at this Theatre last evening. Kean’s Shylock 
displayed a lively and fervid imagination, tempered by a correct jud 
ment. He seemed to erave with a vindictive longing, for the unnatd 
forfeiture of Antonio's bond, bat suffered pot his borrid malignitg 
Openly to appear, till the judgment of Portia placed, for a time; the 
realization of bis darling vision within his grasp. Then his eyes glared 
with fiénd like joy upon his victim, and the eager clutching of his 
knife, shewed his impatience to seize the bleody forfeiture. His ane 
guish and dispair, when these hopes were blasted, were marked witht 
equal force and trath, and the whole performance was traly as near 
perfection as we cat hope to see. Miss Phillips’s Portia was a clever 
piece of acting. j 
It lids’ often sttck us 48 singdlar, that the part of Portia is always 
played by a tragic actress ; why, we know not, for there is not one 
tragic situation, in the Play, for Portia; for even the Judgment:stehe 
duly requires powers of declamation,which all first rate comic actreskdd 
owgtit fo possess, and thé other scenes are decidedly more suited to a 
votaty.of Thalia, than Melpomene. We are led to make these’ res 
marks by having heard it stated that MissFannyKemble wished to havé 
madé her début in Portia, and even now wishes it to be her next cha 
racter, aud we eannot but conceive, her performance of it, just at pre» 
sent, would be taking her from that high ground on‘whieb hor splendid 

talénts ‘have placed her, and marked her as the very Muse of Trage 
We have’ ® perfect recollection of Mrs. Siddons In the character, who, 
though she could do nothing ill, certainly was not the Portia of our 

imagination, ‘ 

Tonrmnaa:: Viearas.—-The interesting Drama called The Field 
of Forty Footsteps was repeated here lastnight ; after which Frolics 
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of Fortune, in which Ross’s Robin, and Miss Butline’s Dolly, were 
natural and elever pieces-of acting ; the entertainments conciuded with 
Monsieur Morbleu ;—Gattie, thebest Frenchman on the stage, (ex- 
cept Mathews,) personated-the pauvre Morbleu with infinite humour, 
and the piece altogether was well acted. 

Madlle. Sontag took her Benefit on Monday last, at the Theatre 
Italien.’ ‘The performance consisted of the first act of Semiramide, 
and the first aet of Yon Giovanni, and she announced thatit was 
her /ast appearance in each of those Operas... It is said, that she is 
certainly about to quit the stage, and retire to her native country, 
when she will assume her proper cognomen,- Countess Rossi. 

The rival e¢ars, the Elephants, contioue to attractovery good houses 
to the Adelphi, and the Coburg... At the Coburg the Elephant is 
amazingly improved since her début, and is now as docile and tracta- 
ble as her royal sister. 





To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 

Desr Mr. Epirtor, I address you from the Cigar Divan,King-street, Covent 
Garideu, having just popt into take a cup of Coffee, whiff 4 true Havannab, 
kill an hour over one or two of. the Morning and Evening Papers—sking the 
Magazines, and play a game of Chess—delightful place——Just wish to say a 


~ word--beg pardon, hope 1 don’t intrude—but will you excuse me—I have to 


mention, that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends, and«the 
fashionable world, at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town. 

On Monday, must take another peep at the two grand views,at the Diorama, 
Rege:t’s Park—was puzzled to decide which wasthe most beautiful, St.Peter’s, 
or the Village of Thiers—both exquisitely painted—the pictorial illusion ¢om- 

lete--the water flowing, smoke ascending, sun shining—quite nature itself.— 

ac\ difficulty to persuade a fair lady next me, that we were really viewing 
merely pictures. Shall put off my journey to [taly, as I’m told, sub rosa, we 
shall have other views from that classic soil; and if as good as St. Petéer’s will 
satisfy me. : 

On my return through Regent Street I step in to see the Wonders of Illusion, 
displayed by Art, at the Cosmorama.—The Palace of the Grand Seignor, The 
€ity of Grand Cairo, Grand Temple of Edfou in Egypt, Cherbourg, Cape St, 
Vincent, Mont St. Gothard, with the Devil’s Bridge and the Falls of the Reuss 
in motion, and the last terrific Eruption of Mount Vesuvius—truly awful !— 
With others not less interesting ; forming together 14 Views, being the largest 
aver exhibited in London. 

Qn ‘Tuesday, [ drop into the Exhibition of Scutprure, in Old Bond Street, 
to view the figures, lifesize, of Tam O’Shanter and, Souter Johnny-—-work of 
a self-taught artist, dames Thom delighted beyond measure—fully expected 
to hear Tam’s uproarious laugh—the expression so perfect; pose of figures 
admirable. Whoever has read Burns, (and who has not?) must see then—This 
very ingenious Exhibition closes in the course of a few weeks. 

Qo Friday, I drop in to examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle-Work, in 
Leicester Square. ; 

I daily, between 1 and 4, qualify Mrs. Pry’s discordant notes with some har- 
mony divine, and may be found at The Apollonicon, 101, St. Martin’s Lane.— 
Maiket and Fishermen's Chorus, from the Opera of Masaniello, enchanting! 
but I intrude—beg pardon, Your’s, PAUL, PRY. 
‘Printed and Published by E. Thomas, Denmark Court, Exeter-street, Strand. 
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Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


This Evening, the Opera of 


MASANITELLO. - 


Don Alphonso, (Son of the Viceroy of Naples) Mr T. COOKE, 
Masaniello, (a Neapolitan Fishermen) Mr SINCLAIR, 
Pietro, Mr BEDFORD, Ruffino, Mr BLAND, Moreno,MrYARNOBD, 
Lorenzo, (Alphonso’s Friend), Mr LEE, 
Fenella.....00s.(Masaniello’s Sister).:.......Mrs W. BARRYMORE, 
Elvira, (Bride of Alphonso) Miss BETTS, > 

After which, the Farce of 


The Scape-Goat. 


Ignatias Pelyglot, Mr W. FARREN, Molly Maggs, Mrs ORGER. 
To conclude with (23d time) a new Grand Comic Pantomime, called 


Jack in the Box; 


Or, Harlequin and the Princess 


OF THE HIDDEN ISLAND. 
Flickerflame. the Goblin, Miss LANE, Glinimer, Mr SHERIFF, 
Jack in the Box. Mr RICHARDSON, Blueblaze, Mr S. JONES, 

Peep-Ho, Guardian of the Adamant Box, & Pantaloon, Mr BARNES. 
High-ho, a Kuight on a love-errand, & Harlequin, Mr HOWELL, 
Rum-go, his Squire and Follower, & Clown, Mr J. S. GRIMALDI, 
Luciana, Priucess of the Hidden Islaad, & Columbine, Miss RYAL, 
Ho-fum, the Giant Genius, Mr Altesse, Hi-fum, Madame Treslong, 
Fum-she, the Giant’s only Child, Mr WIELAND, 

Mammi Pappi, her Nurse, Mr Bartlett, Kee-loc, Mr Brady, 
Stoo-Pan, the Giant’s Head Cook, Mr CHIKINI, 

Hon. Mr Trifletime, with a Song... .sccccoeeseccees Miss POOL, 
Old Flying Dutchman, Mr Salter, New Flying Datchman, MrLapwing, 
Siamese Youths, with an united Pas Deux, Mess.Wieland & Chikini, 
Doctor Syntax, Mr Eaton, Master Griskin, Mr Wieland, 
Mushapug, the Monkey, the Phenomenon, Myn. VON KLESHNIG, 
Seene 1 The Enchanted Grove and Goblin Abode (Stanfield) With Fairy Vi- 

sion of the. Hidden Island—2. Exterior. of Ho-Fum's Palace (Andrews)— 
8 The Giant’s Dining Parlour (Marinari)—4 Ascentto the Burning Mouat, 
with Beacon Light (Stanfield)—5 The Crater, by Moonlight (Stanfield)— 
.. 6 ‘Splendid City of the Mists in the Hidden Islands (Stanfield)—7 Lime 
Kilns near Gravesend (Andrews)—8 New Post Office at 8 A. M, (Matinari) 
@ The West End at 9 A. M. (Marinari)—10 A Little Way out of Towa— 
Andrews)—11 Veluti in Speculum (Andrews) With a Pas de Deux by Mr 
owell and Miss Ryal—Les Ombres, Mr Chikini and Miss Macdonald—is 
Uheesemonger’s Shoup and Wine Vaults (Adams)—13 Mount Edgecombe— 
(Stanfieid)—14 Gloucester Coffee House—Snowy Night (Andrews) 
Stanfield’s Grand Local Diorama, 
Displaying—W indsor—Town and Castle of Windsor—The River near Bre- 
eas Meatiow, Sunset, with Eaton, by Moonlight—Windsor Great Park—The 
Gastle— Plantations nedr the Royal Lodge—Virginia Waters—The Royal 
Pavilion—The Upper Lake—The Dry Arch—To conclude witha grand Di»- 
ay of the Falls of the Virginia Waters, in which 39.tons of: Water will be 
troduecd. ‘ > . ° ~iT Oo 








Theatre Royal, Covent’ Garden. 


This Eveaing, the new Petite Comedy, called A 
Bi Te s 
Husband's Mistake. 


Baroni Saldorf, (Culove? of Militia) Mr BARTLEY, 


Count Frederick Lowensteii, Mr ABBOTT, William, Mr IRWIN, 


Frits, (en Uphotsterer, dnd Corporal of Militia’) Mr KEELEY, 
Madame Gigot, Mrs GIBBS, Henrietta, Miss ELLEN TREE, 
Mina, Miss LAWRENCE, Blonde, Miss GOODWIN, 
Louisa, Mrs BROWN, Adela; Miss PHILLIPS, Frill, Miss REED. 


After which, the Musical Farce of 
JOHN OF PARIS. 
Jchn of Paris, Mr WARDE, -Grand Chamberlain, Mr J. RUSSELL, 
Pedrigo Potts, Mr KEELEY. : 


Vincent, Miss FORDE, Princess of Navarre, Miss CAWSE, 
' Rosa, Miss H. CAWSE. . 


To, conclude with (23d time) a new Grand Comic Pantomime, called 


EHKarlequin and Cock Robin; 


Or Vulcan and Venus. 


Valean, Mr FULLER, Cyclops, Messrs, Parday, Ransford, Tett, &e, 
ZEsop, Mr MEARS, Clout, the Farmer, Mr HENRY, 
Hobnail, his Apprentice.....(afterwards Clown),..... Mr PAULO, 
Cuddie, (afterwards Harlequin) Mr ELLAR, 
Pantaloon...seesseserecccccececcccccceree Mr F. SUTTON, 
Sally, (afterwards Columbine) Miss EGAN, 
Widow Wiggins, Mr MILLER, Dame Dovepighee, Mr TURNOUR, 
Fat Farmer, Mr Griffiths, Spirit.of Fire, Master Harvey, — 
Mons. Sulphuriate, (the Fire King) Mons. Arsenic, 
Venus, Miss RYALS, Cupid, Miss F. MARSHALL. 
Doctor, Mr Simpson, The Black Family, by the Messrs. White, 


Scene 1 The Palace of Vulcan (Grieve)—2 The Village of Robin's Nest ona 
Frosty Morning (Grieve)—3 A Landscape, with Asop’s Cottage Syn Ane 
4 The Ruins of the Eagle Tower by Moonlight, in which is the Court of th 

* Birds sitting in Judgment, with The Star of Venus (Grieve)—5 The Moving 
~Palm Tree Grove (1. Grieve)—6 Cottage of a Market Gardener eg 
- ¥ The Outside of the Green Man Inn (W. Gzisve)—8 The Inclosure of St. 
James’s Park and the Royal Palace (T. Grieve)—9 The Speed Eagle Ta- 
‘“Wern, and Baker’s Shop (Finley)—10 The Bake-House (Finley)—I1 
Fire King’s Exhibition Room (Finley)—12 _Ocyent Garden Market’ ( 
18 New Covent Garden Market by Moonlight er The Watch-ho 
inley)—15 View on the River Thames, with Westminster Abbey, f 
@ Boat House (‘T. Grieve)—16 The Picture Gallery (W. Grieve)—17 "The 
Satoon of the New Bazaar, Oxford Street (Finley)—1S ROBERTS’s 
TING DIORAMA OF THE POLAR EXPEDITION, representiti¢ ‘the 
progress of the Hecla and Fury, in their endeavours io discover @ North- 
- West Passage, beginning with! Deptford—2 Discovery Prison Ship— 
8 Gréenwici—4 Long Reach—65 Gravésend—6 A Line-of-Battle Ship,eff 
! Sheerness—7 The Nore—8 The Ocean by Moonlight—9 Hecla and Fury off 
@ape Farewell—16 Hudson’s Bay—11 Baffin’s Bay—12 Melville Island, with 
-Lotal Loss of the Fury~18 Final Arrival of the Hecla in the Bay of Jedde. 
The Cave of Jamna (Grieve)—20 Palace and Bower of Venus (Grier 
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